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wer 


TO REV. MOSES STUART, 


Sin,—The next passage to which I shall call your 
attention, is Heb. ii. 8—** Thou hast put all things in 
subjection under his feet. For in that he put all (ta 
panta the universe) in subjection under him, he left no- 
thing that is not put underhim. Butnow we sce not 
yet all things.(ta panta the universe) put under him.” 
You will readily perceive, that ta panta, which you ex- 
plain to mean the universe, occurs at last twice in this 
text. On it I submit the following brief remarks 

ist. This passage proves, that your explanation of ta 
panta is correct. This is evident from comparing verse 
7th with it. The all thimgs, or ta panta the universe, 
verse Sth, is thus explained in the 7th ; “* Thou didst set 
im over the works of thy hands.” It could be easily 
shewn, that by ‘ the works of thy hands,” is meant the 
universe. The 8th Psalm and page 69th of your letters 
afford sufficient evidence of this which | forbear quoting. 

2d, Observe that the passage expressly affirms that 
God hath put this ta panta or universe under Christ’s 
feet. Not only so, but the apostle declares that ‘‘ he 
left nothing that is not put under him.” The only ex- 
ception to this subjection is, thet of God himself men- 
tioned 1 Cor. xv. 27, “it is manifest that he is except- 
ed which did put all things under him.” If this does 
pot prove the universal and complete subjection of the 
universe to Christ, how is it possible ever to use words 

as fully to express it. Supposing God had Jeft you 
t liberty to choose out words to express the universal 

id complete subjection of the universe to Christ, pray 

what language could you have selected more definite 
appropriate ? In what more guarded language could 
it have been expressed ? : 

3d. Though the universe is put in subjection to Jesus, 
it is not yet fully and actually subdued, for the apostle 
says, ‘* but now we see not yel all things put under him.” 
Though the apostle did not see this in his day, nor do 
we see it even in our day, yet his Janguage strongly im- 
plies the certainty of its accomplishment. In other texts 
he has expressly declared the certainty of it, and none 
need doubt the power of God to effect it. The univer- 
sality of this subjection is beyond fair debate, the nature 
or kind of it, is the ground alone on which you can con- 
tend with Universalists. To this I paid some attention 
in my-last letter, and before I close these communica- 
tions, will afford additional evidence. I only here re- 
mark, that the subjection mentioned 1 Cor. xv. 24—28, 
is the same as in the passage before us. The subduer 
is the same person, the subjects to be subdued are the 
same, and the same original word, is used to express the 
subjection in both passages. ‘They must stand or fall 
iogetber, as it respects the subject uader discussion, 

4th. Suffer me to ask, how you can avail yourself of 
ta panta as signifying the univerce when Christ is said 
to be the creator of it, and deny this liberty to the Uni- 
versalists, when Christ is said to reconcile or subdue it. 
By what rational means do you slide, or rather Jeap ov- 
er this difficulty? Perhaps it did not occur to you in 
the heat of the controversy with Mr. Channing, what 
use might be made of your explanation of ta panta, as 
meaning the universe, to establish universal salvation. 
i think you cannot but feel the necessity under which 
your explanation of ta panta has led you to come for- 
watd and own yourself a Universalist, or tationally and 





scripturally to state, how you reconcile your explana- 
tion with your limited views of salvation. Unless this 
is done, I must think your weapon forged for Mr. Chan- 
ning, has wounded yourself. Supposing in the passages 
I have brought to your view, you should come forward 
and tell us, that ta panta only meansa part of the uni- 
verse, would not Mr. Channing smile to see you thus 
do away all the force of your déngament against him.— 
Unless you admit that ta panta means the universe when 
Christ is said to subdue or reconcile it, how can you 
look Mr. Channing in the face and maintain, that it 
means this when he is said tocreate it. You know this 
is the strongest argument in your book to prove the d» 
vinity of Christ against him, but you must relinquish it, 
or admit universal salvation. You are too shrewd a man 
not to perceive the force of this statemient, and I hope 
too candid and honourable to refuse some explanation. 
I cannot certainly say but you may be able to show, 
how your explanations are consistent with limited sal- 
vation, but certainly I cannot perceive how it can be 
done. I want information. 

The next passage to which [ invite your attention, is 
Eph. i. 10—** That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times Lhe might gather together in one all things (ta panta 
the universe) in Christ both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in him.” Notice again, sir, 
that the all things here as in the former passages, is ta 
panta the universe. The person in whom the all things, 
or universe is to be gathered together, is expressly said 
to be Christ: And by whom the all things are to be 
gathered together in him we learn from verses 3d to 8th 
of the chapter. In reference to the subject before us 
ihere are two things which deinand particular attention. 

1st. What is to be understood by this gathering in one 
all things in Christ? Let it then be noticed, that the 
apostle not only says, that it is ta panta which you say 
means the universe which is to be gathered together in 
Christ, but he adds, *‘ both which are in heaven and 
which are in earth even in him.’ I must again remind 
you that by ‘* things in heaven and things on earth you 
say is a common perephrasis of the Hebrew and Greek 
writers for the universe.” The apostle then, by your 
own explanation, makes this matter doubly sure. He 
first gives us ta panta the universe, and then the com- 
mon perephrasis of it. You have then by your own 
comments placed this matter beyond fair debate, that 
the universe in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
is to be gathered together in one in Christ. 

But let us consider what ought to be understood by 
this gathering together. IJ presume it will not be dis- 
puted, that this gathering together, is for substance the 
same thing, as is expressed in 1 Cor. xv. 24—28, by 
Christ’s subduing al] things to himself, And the same 
as is expressed in Col. i. 29, by his reconciling all things 
to himself, or to take your own comment on this last 
text, by gathering together all things in Christ, *‘ seems 
evidently to be meant, bringing into union, under one 
great head, i.e. Christ; by anew and special bond of 
intercommunication, both angels and men.» The sub- 
ject, the circumstances, and the language in all these 
texts, are so much the same that they need only to be 
read and your comment ought to be admitted. Curios- 
ity led me to turn to Parkhurst on the word (anakefala- 
iosasthai) here translated *‘ gather together.”? fe thus 


explains it—‘* fo gather together again in one, to ret) times, 


Eph. i. 10, compare verse 22, 
You see then that 


nite under one head.”’ 
and see Welpus and M’Knight. 








then to be gathered together again in one, or to be re- 
united under one head which is Christ. How this can 
be denied or evaded I am unable to divine. 

I cannot forbear noticing here, that if any further ev- 
idence was needed to prove, that the subjection to 
Christ, 1 Cor. xv, 24—28, and Heb. ii. 8, was a volun- 
tary subjection, a conclusive argument seems to be fur- 
nished in the passage under consideration. Do you ask 
what this is? It is this, my dear sir—that the gathering 
spoken of is a gathering together, and a gathering te- 
gether in one, yea a gathering together in one ail things 
or the unwerse in Christ. According to the common 
faith, which I presume you believe and preach, so far 
from the wicked being gathered in Christ, and gathered 
together in one in him with the righteous, they are 
to be separated from them forever. But according to 
the apostle, and even according to yourself, the universe 
is to be gathered together again and reunited ender one 
bead, Christ. Surely with no propriety can it be said, 
that wicked and righteous are gathered together in one 
in Christ, if this is not yoluntary. What kind of rennion 
could it be of the universe in him, if the greater part is 
to remain in eternal rebellion against God? It must be 
a strange special bond of intercommunication, by which 
such different beings are held together. How the wick- 
ed in misery forever can be said to be in Christ, and 
gathered together, yea, reuniled in him with the rest of 
the universe, I must leave you to explaia, for it is be- 
yond my comprehension. 

2d. Let us now consider the time in which this gath- 
ering together in one all things (ta panta the universe) 
is to be accomplished. It is, “én the dispensation of 
ihe fulness of times.” ‘To ascertain the meaning oi 
this sentence, it will be necessary to pay some attention 
to the Greck words translated, dispensation, fuiness, 
and ¢imes. Oikonomian translated dispensation, says 
Parkhurst, signifies, ** A spiritual dispensation, manage- 
ment or economy, | Cor. ix. 17; Eph. i. 10, and iii. 2; 
Col.i.25; 1Tim.i.4, Oikonomian there, the dispensa 
tion of Gad, i.e. of divine grace or favour to man thro’ 
Christ.” 

On the word Pleromatos, translated fulness, Parkhurst 
thus writes, ** The fulness of time denotes the comple- 
tfon of a particular period of time before ordained 
and appointed, Eph. i. 10; Gal. iv. 4.% It ought to 
be noticed here, that he not only quotes the text we are 
considering, but the phrase in it, ‘ the fullness of time,’ 
which he explains, **@ parlicular period of time before 
ordained and appointed,” and * the completion” of this 
particular period of time. 

On the word kairon translated times, he thus writes, 
“ Severianus thus distinguishes between chronos and k@- 
iros; chronos, says he, denotes mekos the lengih or space 
of time, but kairos signiiies cukairian, due or proper 
time, opportunity.”? 

Such sir, are the explanations of Mr. Parkhurst, who 
was not a Universalist. Let us put these together and 
see what they amount to. * That in the dispensation 
or economy of divine grace or favour to man, and in 
the completion of the time before ordainded and appoint- 
ed, yea the due or proper time he might gather togeth- 
er in one (ta panta) the universe in Christ even in him.” 
{t ought to be observed, that the apostle does not say, 
“that in the dispensation of the fulness of time, but 
At various periods of time during this dispeusa- 
tion of grace, God had gathered together in Chiist part 
of the all things or universe, and as bas been already no, 


Parkhurst and you agree about this gathering together | ficed, this is to be completed just before Christ delivers 


in ones The universe, according to these statements is 


up the kingdom to God, or as in this passage, the com- 
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pletion or fulness of times. 


Some additional remarks | ination. 


But be this as it may, it does not in the least 


. 4 ; ) a © ic 4 ld de on 
I shall have occasion to make on the word * times” in| affect the general remarks which have been ma 


considering the following passage. 

Acts iii. 20, 21—'* And he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you; whom the hea- 
yens must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things (panton) which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” I need 
not inform you that (panton in this passege as in Heb. 


i, 1—4, is equivalent to ta panta the universe. The} 


following things in it demand consideration. 

Ist. The restitution mentioned. The original word 
{apokatastasis) translated restitution, signifies, ** resti- 
tution, restoration, regulation.”—See Parkhurst. After 
other remarks he says, ** But Raphelius comparing Acts 
iii, 21 with 1 Cor. xv. 25, thinks that (apokatastasis) 


properly signifies a setiling of all things, or a restoring 


ef them to a stale of tranquility after wars and lumults. 
‘This learned and accurate critic shews that Polybius 
applies the word in this view, comparing 1 Cor. xv. 24, 
#5. If this person, whom Parkhurst calls a learned 
and accurate critic, be correct in his explanation of this 
word, it not only establishes the doctrine of universal 
salvation, harmonizes with 1 Cor. xv. 24—28, and oth- 
er texts, but exhibits something peculiarly pleasing to 
ihe mind. What, my dear sir, has this world been since 
sin entered it but the theatre of wars and tumults? So 
sauch s0, that the heart sickens at the tale of woe which 
history and even our own experience afford. Is it not 
then a heart-reviving consideration, that the period is 
io arrive, when tranquility and peace shal] be restored 
to all the universe of God? But you knew, sir, that 
secording to the common doctrine of the endless pun- 
sshment of a great part of the human race, tranquility 
and peace shall never be restored to all the universe. 
Instead of any thing like this being accomplished at 
the period mentioned in this text, it is then properly 
speaking, that eternal tumult and misery are to com- 
mence, One thing is certain, that if the word restitu- 
tion in this passage means any thing good, this good is 
to all, forit is ** the restitution of all things (panton) the 
universe.” But let us 
2d. Consider the time at which this restitution of all 
things is tobe accomplished. Something has been said 
on this point already, and if I do not mistake, something 
further may be learned ftom this passage. Let it be 
then observed, that in Acts i. 9—12, we have an ac- 
eount of Jesus being received up into heaven. In the 
passage before us, we are told, “the heavens must re- 
ecive him (or rather retain him) until the times of the 
restitution of all things.’ The time then of this resti- 
tution of all things is that mentioned in Acts i. 11, when 
Jesus ‘shall so come in like manner as the disciples 
saw him go into heaven.”? Observe sir, the precise a- 
greement of Luke in this passage, and Paul in the pas- 
sages already considered. They agree not only im the 
work to be done, but also the time of its accomplish- 
ment. Luke calls the work to be done the restitution 
ef all things, and Paul calls it subduing all things, and 
both agree as to the time, the coming of Jesus. 
In addition to the remarks above on the word “times”? 
Psubmit for consideration the following; The “times 
of the restitution.” The word chronos, signifies, ac- 
eording to Parkhurst, ‘* time, or denoting the comple- 
tion or duration of time.” May not Luke therefore use 
this language in the plural to intimate, that, at this pe- 
riod this restitution partially going on at different times, 
should then be fully and finally accomplished. Ac- 
eording to the remarks of Parkhurst, it means “ the 
eompletion of the times of the restitution of all things 
or the universe.” J am aware that some of the best 
“Greek scholars say, ‘‘ nouns when used in a general or 
in an amplified sense are often put in the plural, altho’ 
‘the things which they signify are naturally singular.” 
Ft would be tedious to enter into a minute considera- 
‘tion here, but in this and other texts, where the word 
@imes occurs, | would request those who have more time 
Ao spare than I have, to give the texts at least an exam- 


the above passages. 
1 am your’s respectfully, 
AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH, 
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A COMPENDIUM 
/Of a Sermon delivered on the Evening of the second 
Sabbath in March, at the Second Universalist Meet- 
ing in Boston, by Hosra BAL tov, pastor. 


‘6 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shail not 
surely die.’—Gen. iii. 4, 

Tnx particular reason why this passage is chosen for 
our subject this evening is, the enemies of the gospel of 
our salvation have made recent exertions to persuade 
people to believe that this gospel is the doctrine which 
the serpent held up to the woman in the garden. These 
deceived, benighted brethren of ours have lately publish- 
ed to the world, that the doctrine of universal salvation 
is a devilish doctrine, and that the devil was the first 
Universalist preacher. ‘This sort of language is in the 
mouths of our enemies generally, but more especially is 
it used by those who profess to be preachers of the gos- 
pel of the grace of God, and perhaps think they are, 
but who are unquestionably deceived. 

The object we have in view, this evening, vill be ac- 
complished if we succeed in making it evident to the 
good understanding of this attentive audience, 

I. What the death was, which was threatened in case 
of transgression in the garden. 

Il. That what the serpent said to the woman is no 
part of, nor any ways like the gospel of God’s univer- 
sal grace and salvation. 

lit. That those, who, in order to oppose universal 
salvation, contend that the devil preached it to the wo- 
man in the garden, do themselves constantly and zeal- 
ously contend that what the serpent said unto the wo- 
man, when he said, “ Ye shall not surely die,” was the 
truth; and that they now hold up to the people the 
same testimony by which the serpent tempted the wo- 
man to sin, and that they now tempt people to sin by 
the same temptation. 

Our heavenly Father told Adam, that in the day he 
should eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil he should surely die. We are informed that Adam & 
Eve both partook of this forbidden fruit ; and we have 
no more reason to doubt that they died in the day of 
their transgression, than we have that the divine Being 
spake the truth. Will the hearer object and say, that 
Adam lived a nusaber of hundred of years after his trans- 
gression? We-réply. The scriptures must have the 
privilege of explaining their own language. This is 
what is allowed to all books and to al] writings in the 
world. The moral state of man, when a sinner, is call- 
ed death in the scriptures. Jesus said to the Jews, “If 
ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 
He also said, ** Verily, verily 1 say unto you, if a man 
keep my saying he shall never see death.” Now it is 
perfectly plain, that Jesus had no allusion to the death 
of the body in these passages, but to the moral state of 
those who should reject or keep his word.—See John viii. 

St. Paul in Rom. vy. says; ** Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and 
’so death passed uponall men, for that all have sinned.” 
In Rom. vii. we find the following; “For 1 was alive 
without the law once; but when the commandinent 
came sin revived, and [ died. 
which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death.” 
See chap, viii. ; ‘* For the law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the Jaw of sin and 
death—For to be carnally minded is death ; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace.” We need not 
multiply quotations to show that a state of moral right- 
eousness is called life, and that a state of sin is called 








And the commandment |’ 





death in scripture Janguage. We see then that every 





man dies in the day of his transgression as Adam did, 
To be carnally minded is death. Sin and death are in- 
separably connected. St. Paul says; “If ye live after 
the flesh ye shall die; but if ye through the spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body ye shall live.” Accord- 
ing to this passage, when does a man die? Answer, 
when he lives after the flesh. When does he live?’ An- 
swer, when he thro’ the spirit mortifies the deeds of the 
body. By bringing these scriptures together it is not dif- 
ficult to see that temptation arose in the first place from 
the same fountain that it arises from now. St. James 
says; ** Every man is tempted when he is drawn away 
with his own lusts and enticed.’? This lust, this car- 
nal mind is the serpent which begniles ns, and it is the 
serpent which beguiled Eve in the garden. 
pent always says; ‘* Ye shall not surely die.” It per- 
suades us to believe that sim will yield us enjoyment, 
and flatters us that we shall have peace and comfort jn 
it; but it never speaks the truth, it was a liar from the 
beginning, and when it speaks a lie it speaks of itscif, 
for it is the father of lies. 


This ser- 


If the hearer is now satisfied concerning the death 
which Adam and all men die in consequence of sin, we 
may proceed, as was proposed, to show that the decla- 
ration of the serpent, that ‘* Ye shal] not surely die,” 
is no part of the gospel of universal salvation, 
the salvation which the g6spel effects? 


W bat is 
Answer, it 
saves the sinner from sin and from the death of sin.— 
As before quoted, St. Paul says; * The law of the spi- 


rit of life in Christ Jesys,bath made me free from the- 


law of sin and death.” Again; ‘* As sin hath reiyned 
unto death, even so migit grace reign through rights ous- 
ness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord—For 
the wages of sin is death; but the gilt of God is eternal 
life.*” We further learn the nature and power of the gos- 
pel in Eph. ii. ‘* And you hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins—God, who is rich iv mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ.” By such testimony we learn that the gospel 
gives life to those who are dead in sin. This death in 
sin is the death which the serpent said that the woman 
should not die; but from this death the gospel of Jesus 
gives us life. Is this gospel of life from sin to holiness, 
from death to life, the doctrine which the serpent heid 
up te the woman? My hearers, you have the question 
now fairly before you. Did the devil, as our enemies 
say, preach this gospel of life and salvation by Jesus 
Christ? Did he tell the woman that she should die if 
she sinned; but that Jesus the Son of God, would de- 
liver her by the power of his grace from sin and death ? 
Did the devil ever preach that Jesus would bruise his 
head, give himself a ransom for all mankind, and draw 
all men to himself? Did the devil ever say to the wo- 
man in the garden; ** God, your Father in heaven will 
send his Son into the world to destroy death and him 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil ; and de- 
liver them who through fear of death were all their life. 
time subject to bondage”? Did the devil persuade 
Eve to believe that God had given mankind eternal 
life, and that this life was in his Son? Is it the devil 
that says, that Jesus is the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world? My friends, it pains me to the heart, 
to have occasion to ask these questions. Do our poor 
deluded brethren know what they say, when they per- 
tinaciously contend that the devil was the first Univer- 
salist preacher? No, surely they do not; and we fer- 
vently pray that God may not lay this sin to thet 
charge. 

As we evidently see that this gospel of universal grace 
and salvation from sin and death is the very opposite of 
the serpent’s guile, we shall proceed, as was proposed, 
to prove that our enemies and the enemies of this gos- 
pel do in fact hold up the doctrine of the tempter, and 
make out, according to thc ir arguments, that the ser- 
pent spake the truth to Eve, and that what the Creator 
said was not fulfilled. 


Our enemies say that the death which was threaten- 
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ed in the garden was death temporal, death spiritual, 
and death eternal. But do they pretend that Adam 
died temporally and eternally in the day of his trans- 
gression? No; but they say he became liable to these 
deaths. Well the serpent did not say that they would 
not be liable to die, he said they should not surely die ; 
aud these our opposers now contend that they did not 
die. Then who spake the truth? God said that they 
should die in the day of transgression; the serpent said 
they should not, and these our opposers say that they 
did not! This part of the subject is plain. 
if these pretended gospel preachers do not in fact hold 


Now see 


up the very dcctrine now, which the serpent proposed 
to Eve. What was bis doctrine? Did he tell Eve that 
she should not be damned eternally in another world if 
she committed sin? No, he said nothing about this.— 
What did he say? He said, ** Ye shall not surely die.” 
When? Answer, in the day of transgression. Weil 
this is just what our opposers now contend for. They 


say that the punishment of sin is not here in the present | 


state where it is committed. They try all they can to 


tends the consequences of sin beyond this testimony, 
does it in violation of the word of God; and whoever 
flatters himself or others that thorns and thistles are not 
in the way of transgreseion, is a deceiver and is in the 
depts of hell. 


-— D+ 


SOME REMARKS 
On the Rev. Josern P. FESSENDEN’s Sermon, deliver- 
ed at Arundel, Me. Sept. 10, 1820, in vindi- 
cation of the doctrine of Election. 

THis sermon was sent to us from our friend at Saco, 
with a request that some remarks might be made on it, 
and published in the Magazine. 

Although the doctrine of Election, as held by our or- 
thodox clergy, has been refuted times without number, 
yet as it continues to have a few advocates, and as ma- 
ny are blinded by it, we deem it needful to render a 
few reasons why we cannot agree with Mr. Fessenden; 
hoping that thereby we may unburden some afflicted 
minds of a sentiment, which is a perpetual torment to 
all who are deceived hy it. We say, that this doctrine 





tuake people believe, that in the present state sin yields 
enjoyment; and they say if they were sure of eternal 
happiness hereafter, they would by al] means live ia sin 
in this life. ‘This is most surely the way that carnal 


tind tempts us to sin. We may examine ourselves or 
others and we sha!! ind that temptation to sin procecds 
ou this, and no other ground. Go ask that poor dissi- 
pated creature wheth«r he indulges his sensual appe- 
tites with a view of waking himself happy in some fu- 
ture day, or in another world? Will he tell you that 
such is his expectation? No, such temptation never 
presented itself to man. The temptation is an expec- 
tation of present pleasure, of present gratification, of 
happiness in the present tense; and it always says; 
** Ye shall not surely die ;*? but we always find that sin 
brings death along with it. Lust, when it conceives, 
brings forth sin; and sin, when it is committed, brings 
forth death. 

From this plain and simple statement of matter of 
fact, we see that allthose preachers, who deny the pre- 
tent condemnation of sin, here where it is committed, 
are using the same argument which the tempter used 
in the beginning, and prove themse!ves to be governed 
hy carnal mind. In fact they are aiding the cause of 
temptation by insinuating that sin yields happiness in 
the present lite. My friends, you are not to understand 
me to mean that those preachers to whom I allude de- 
sign to aid temptation and to lead people into sin ; but 
they being themselves deoeived, are the blind who lead 
the blind; and both leaders and followers are all in the 
ditch of death and condemnation together. Solomon 
describes this subject in the 9th of Proverbs, thus; 
** Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is 
pleasant. But he knoweth not that the dead are there; 
and that her guests are in the depths of hell.” The 
preacher says, if I was sure of happiness ina future 
world, 1 would live in sin in this; I would lie, cheat, 
get drunk, commit all manner of lewdness, I would ey- 
en commit murder. Well, my friends, God looks at 
the heart. How far is this preacher, in his beart, from 
all this wickedness? As long as preachers entertain 
such opinions and maintain such sentiments, we may 
expect no small degree of hypocricy and deception to 
be practised among them. 

Perhaps the hearer will ask one question more, viz. 
did not the Creator threaten Adam with punishment 
beyond this state? Answer; look at his words, record- 
ed :o the chapter where our text is found. ‘* And un- 
to Adam he said, because thou has.-hearkened unto the 
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded thee, saying, thou shalt not eat of it; curs- 
ed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow sbalt thou eat 
of it all the days of thy life. Thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat the herb 
of the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
Tread, till thou return onto the ground; for dust thou 


is a perpetua}.torment to those who are deceived by it; 
/for a doctrine must be a torment to its believer, if it 
contains that which the believer of it is sorry to have 
\true. Now if Mr. Fessenden had told the good people 
!of Arundel, that his heart and soul rejoiced in the be- 
lief that a few only of the human family were designed 
| by the Deity for eternal happiness, and that the greatest 

part were appointed to a 
| would they have called him? 


state of endless misery, what 
A good minsiter of Jesus 
' Christ, nourished up in the words of eternal life? Would 
lthey have wv ndered at the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded outcf his mouth? Would they have exclaimed ; 
| ‘* How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
| which bringeth good tidings”? Would they have said; 
this seems like the testimony of the angels to the shep- 
herds; ** Fear not, for behold I bring you glad tidings 
of great joy, which shall be unto all people’? No; but 
they would have told him, thet if he was glad that a great 
part of mankind were decreed for eternal misery, and if 
his god were of the same mind, and if the devil was like- 
wise pleased with having it so, then, of course, they 
were, in this respect, all of one mind! But deceit is al- 
ways employed in the cause of error. The devil did 
not sow the tares among the wkeat while the men were 
awake. Men are awake when they know that an ene- 
my is nigh; they sleep when they are surrounded, as 
they think, with their friends. They are in the habit of 
believing those their friends, who pretend to be con- 
cerned for their everlasting salvation; and with them 
they sleep, or, what is the same, they take their word 
without examination, and in so doing they receive er- 
ror. But there were some people at Arundel, who heard 
the sermon of which we speak, that were so much a- 
wake as to see that the preacher contradicted himself. 
Contradiction is Satan’s cloven fool ; he was a liar from 
the beginning ; that doctrine, therefore, that contradicts 
itself belongs not to the God of truth, but the father of 
lies. 

One of the reasons which the preacher assigns for 
publishing the sermon, is, because some of the people 
of Arundel said that it contained contradictions. By 
this we learn, that the people could see contradictions 
where the preacher thought himself to be consistent ; 
and we are willing, charitably to believe, that he was 
blind to his own errors and contradictions. 

Reader look at the following statement, which is 
found on the 6th page of this sermon: 

* In consequence of the fall of Adam, sin en- 
tered the world, and all his posterity inherit a 
depraved and corrupt nature, and from their 
birth, are under the wrath and curse of God.”’ 

This bold assertion, stated on no authority but the 
simple word of the preacher, without even an effort to 
prove it true, in any possible way, is the first stone in 
this immense fabrick, called the doctrine of election! 





art, and unto dust shalt thou return.» Whoever ex- 
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Concerning this statement it may be said, with the ut: | 


most propriety, that were it trne it would give no 
support to the doctrine which the preacher has built 
upon it; much less can it give such support, being al- 
together false. If all men do inherit from Adam’s first 
sin a depraved nature, it must be so by the ordination & 
appointment of God ; for nothing is more plain than that 
Adam had neither skill nor power to cause his act to 
altar the nature of his posterity. Let the nature there- 
fore of man be as it may, as it is just what God consti- 
tuted it, it cannot be subject to his wrath and curse 
merely because it is what infinite wisdom and almighty 
power constituted it. For the correctness of these ob- 
servations, we appeal to reason and common sense, a 
resort which is justified by the total silence of scripture 
“And from their birth are under 
the wrath and curse of God.’ The infant, as soon as 
it is born, is under the wrath and curse of God! Rea- 
ders, what do you think of those preachers, who, with- 
out any scripture to support them, boldly assert this a- 
bominable absurdity? Let us observe the difference 
between this perverse, this wicked conduct, and that 
heavenly treatment manifested by our blessed Saviour, 
when he took little children in his arms and blessed. 


on this particular. 


them, and said, ‘‘ of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 


Can both these declarations be true? Can little chil 
dren be under God’s wrath and curse, and at the same 
time be of the kingdom of heaven? No; then which 
are we to believe? 

How does this preacher know, that children as soon 
as they are born, are under God’s wrath and curse ?—- 
We must indulge ourselves a little in setting forth the 
absurdity of this declaration. Suppose then that it is 
true ; what better condition could infants be in, than 
to be under God’s wrath and curse? How could they 
be better dealt by? Surrounded by parental love, 
warmed in the soft bosom of maternal affection, they 
instinctively imbibe the life sustaining nourishment 
which the God of nature has richly and most kindly 
provided, and all their wants are duly regarded by the 
most watchful solicitude. Is this God’s wrath and 
curse? Yes; it is all the wrath and curse which God 
has manifested towards little children. 

But why does our preacher say; ‘as soon as they 
are born”? Why not before they are born? Ifit be 
any recommendation of the character of God to exer- 
cise his wrath and curse on infants as soon as they are 
born, why would such recommendation not be a little 
improved by supposing that he hates the infant even be- 
fore it is born? 

Look on the other hand. If God did really love lit- 
tle children what better eould he do fcr them, than he 
now does? 

TO BE CONTINUED. 


To Correspondents. 

We owe an apology to our friend ** DAmMon”’ for the 
deferring of his communication—it shall appear next 
week, 

We acknowledge with pleasure the receipt of a com- 
munication from our respected friend ** Murray,’ 
from whom, on account of iJ) health, we have not re- 
cently received a favour. We shall endeavour to have 
it appear next week. 

Several other communcations on file which will be 
attended to. 
pe 


MARRIED, 
In this town, by Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Henry P. Cham- 
berlain to Miss Eliza L. Tarr. 
By Rey. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Andrew D, Somerby to 
Miss Eliza Martha Wescomb. 
Mr. Stephen White to Miss Lucy Gillson.—Mr, Geo.. 
Townsend to Mrs. Mary Barrus, 
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DIED, 


In this town, Mre. Eunice O. Bowker, aged 48. Mr. 
John Underwood, 54. Frederick W. Geyer, Esq. 78., 





30. Widow Mary Jackson, 66. 


Mrs. Hannah Stillman, 63. Miss Elizabeth Burbeck, 


Mrs. Dosces Woad- 
hull, 83. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


SONG, 


Composed for the Anniversary of the Landing of our 


Fathers. 
BY GRENVILLE MELLEN. 


Oh ! bravely sweep your harps of fire, 
And pour your strains aleng, 

And ride upon each burning wire, 
In all the pride of Song! 

Shout like those godlike men of old, 
Who daring storm and foe, 

On this blest soil their Anthem roll’d, 
Two hundred years ago! 


From native shores by tempests driven, 
They sought a purer sky, 

And found beneath a wider heaven 
The home of Liberty! 

And altars rose—and prayers!—a ray 
Broke on their night of wo, 

The harbinger of Freedom’s day, 
Two hundred years ago ! 


They clung around that altar two, 
Their refuge and their all, 

And swore while skies and waves were blue, 
That altar should not fall! 

They stood upon the dark man’s sod, 
Beneath Heaven's glorious bow, 

With home—a country—and a God, 
Two hundred years ago / 


Oh! ‘*twas a dark unyielding fate 
Which drove them to the seas, 

And Persecution strove with Hate 
To blacken her decrees— 

But God did snatch them from the grave, 
‘Though man had hurl’d his blow, 

And waft them o’er the western wave 
Two hundred years ago! 


They knelt them on the desert sand, 
By waters cold and rude, 
Alone upon the dreary strand 
Of ocean’d solitude. 
They look’d upon the high blue air, 
And felt their spirits glow, 
Resolv’d to live or perish there 
Two hundred years ago ! 


T'he warrior’s red right arm was bar’d— 
His eye flash’d deep and wild— 

Was there a foreign footstep dar’d 
To seek his home and child? 

The dark chiefs yelled alarm—and swore 
The white man’s blood should flow, 

And his hewn bones should bleach their shore 
Two hundred years ago! 


But lo! the warrior’s eye grew dim, 
His arm was left alone— 

The still-deep wilds which shelter’d him 
No longer were his own ! 

Time fled—and on this hallowed ground 
His highest pine lies low 

And cities swell were forests frown’d 
Two hundred years ago! 9 


Oh! stay not to recount the tale, 
*Twas bloody—and ’tis past ; 

The firmest cheek might well grow pale 
To bear it to the last. 

The God of Heaven who prospers us, 
Could bid a nation grow— 

And shield us from the red man’s curse 
Two hundred years ago ! 


Come then, great shades of glorious men, 
From your more glorious grave, 

Look on your own proud land again, 
Oh! bravest of the brave! 
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We call you from each mould’ring tomb, 
And each blue wave below, 

‘To bless the world you snatch’d from doom 
Two hundred years ago? 


Then bravely sweep your harps of fire, 
And pour your strains along, 

And ride upon each burning wire, 
In all the pride of Song! 

Shout for those godlike men of old 
Who daring storm and foe, 

On this blest soil their Anthem roll’d 
Two hundred years ago! 
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HYMN, FOR OHILDREN., 
COME, children, *tis Jesus that calls, 
The voice of your Saviour obey ; 
When Jesus invites you to come, 
No disciples shall turn you away. 


The children he holds in his arms, 
Must surely be blest indeed ; 

For Jesus alone can bestow, 
The spiritual blessings they need. 


Let parents with thankfulness own, 
The encouragement Jesus has giv’n ; 
Re delighted to hear him declare, 
‘* Of such is the kingdom of heav’n.” 





A PARODY, 
THIS world has many blessings now, 
For man’s enjoyment given ; 
The smiles of joy, the tears or wo, 
Benignant shine, benignant low— 
‘They fit the soul for heaven. 


Tho’ false the light on glory’s plume, 
As fading hues of even, 

The glory of our works of love 

Will brighten in the world above, 
And cheer their native heaven. 


Tho’ wand’ring through the changing way, 
By oft temptations driven ; 

To virtue’s flash, religion’s ray, 

We owe the gilding of our day— 
They lead us on-—to heaven. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
wwe 
THE BIBLE. 


It is a brief recital of all that is past, and a certain 
prediction of all that is to come. It settles all matters 
in debate, resolves all doubts, eases the mind and con- 
science of all their scruples; it reveals the only living 
and true God, shows the way to him, sets aside all other 
Gods, prescribes the vanity of them and all that trust in 
them, in short, it isa book of iaws to shew right & wrong, 
and a book of wisdom that condemns all folly, and makes 
the foolish wise, a book of truth that detects all lies and{ 
confutes all error, and a book of life that shews the way 
from everlasting death, it is the most compendious book 
in the world, the most authentic, and the most enter- | 
taining history that ever was published ; it contains the 
earliest antiquities, strange events, wonderful occurren- 
ces, heroic deeds, and unparalleled wars. It will in- 
struct the most aecomplished mechanic and the pro- 
foundest artist, it will teach the best rhetorician, and 
exercise every power of the most skillful arithmatician ; 
(Rev. 13, 18.) puzzle the wisest anatomist, and exercise 
the nicest critic. It corrects the vain philosopher, and 
guides the wisest astronomer, it exposes the subtle so- 
phist, and makes divines mad. It is a complete code 
of laws, a perfect book of divinity, an unequalled nar- 
rative, a book of lives, a book of travels, and a book of 
voyages. It is the best covenant that ever was agreed 
on, the best deed that ever was selected, the best evi- 


!dence that ever was produced, the best will that ever 


was made, and the best testament that ever was signed. 
To understand it, is to be wise indeed, to be ignorant 
of it, is to be destitute of wisdom; it is the king’s best 
copy, the magisirate’s best rule, the house-wife’s best 
guide, the servent’s best director, and the young man’s 
best companion ; it is the schoolboy’ spelling book, and 





the learned man’s master piece; it contains a choice 
grammer for the novice, and a profound treatise for the 
sage; is the ignorant man’s dictionary, and the wise 
man’s directory ; it is itsown interpreter; it encourag- 
es the wise, the warrior, and the overcomer, and prom- 
ises an eternal reward to the conqueror, and that which 
crowns all, is, that the author is without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy, in whom is no variableness, nor shad. 
ow of turning. How valuable are the contents of such 


men; it speaks with equal strictness and authority to 
the rich and honourable, and to the poor and ingnoble, 
and adapts instructions to each of their understandings ; 
the gift is worthy of the great author, and exerts his 
strict justice, and merey in the mind of every rational 
being—inexcusable is that person who does not read it 
often, and unwise is that man who gains no instruction 
from it concerning his future destiny. 
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FROM THE (N.Y¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 
ann 
PREMIUM OFFERED. 

The premium of ‘ well done,’ &c, will be given to any 
Calvinist,who wil] tell what chapter and verse contains 
the declaration that Christ did not die for the non-cleet ; 
or that he died for the elect; or that he died for a part 
of mankind ; or that he did not die for the trhole world /!! 
And the same premium will be given to any Arminian, 
who will tell what chapter and verse contains the dec 
laration, that any for whom Christ died, will be endices- 
ly miserable ; or that the salvation of the seul in a fir- 
lure state depends in pari, or in the vole, on the works 
of the creature !!! 

And this premium will be awarded to any Calvinis-é, 
who will give an exposition of Romans vill. °9—25; 1 
7—12, without contradicling himself tacen/y Unies t!!-- 
Aud the same to any Arminian, who wiii give in expo- 
sition of Romans iii. 19— 24. and Ephes. ii. 4—9, with- 
out contradicting himself ten times!!! 


—D +o 


* Watchman, What of the Night? °* 

Jer. v. 30, 31. * A wonderful and horrible thing is com. 
mitted in the land; the prophels prophesy falsely, and 
the priests bear rule by their means; and my people loie 
to have it so.’ This is perfectly applicable in these times 
Are there not false prophets now? And cannot they 
be identified? Here is the touchstone; apply it! 
Acts iii. 20,21. * And he shall send Jesus Christ, who 
before was preached unto you; whom the heaven mast 
receive until the {ames of reslitulion of all things, which 
God hath speken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.’ In the words of John, * Beloy- 
ed, believe not every spirit, but (ry the spirits whether 
they are of God; because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world.’ lHlow many of the popular * spirits’ 
of our time, whose eyes are single to the *Joaves and 
fishes,’ would stand this test? Who, and where are 
they, who speak cf the ‘ times of restitution of all things ?? 
Who, and where are they, who speak against, and deny 
the ‘times of restitution of all things?? Let these ques- 
tions be answered withcut any mental reservation, or 
equivocation whatever! Let the prophets of Baal call 
upon their god, (produce their evidences from Calvin, 
Hopkins, &c.) and the prophets who ‘ testify of the res- 
titution of all things,’ call upon their God, and from his 
revelation in the Scriptures they can confound their op- 
posers ; * five would chase an hundred, and an hundred 
would put ten thousand to fight! 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


REVIEW ofa Sermon, delivered at Stoughton, 

August 20, 1820, by the Rev. Ebenezer Gay, be- 
ing designed to refute the doctrine of Unzversal Salva- 
tion ; more particularly a Sermon delivered in Stough- 
ton in June last, by the Rev. Joshua Flagg, of Scituate. 
By RrcwArp CARrRiavg, pastor of the ** First Univer 
valist Society in Attleborough.” 


A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of 
the Universalist Meeting House in Roxbury, Jan. 4th, 
1821, by Hosea BAtxov, of Boston,—Text, Malach 
iii. 10; ** Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewtth, sath the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you oul a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it.” 
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PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 
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EXBCUTED AT THIS OFFICE AT SHORT NOTICE. 


a book. It suits all orders, ranks and descriptions of 
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